
On behalf of the Tulane First Amendment Clinic, Unite Against Book 
Bans, and the Freedom to Read Foundation, thank you for attending 

Book Bans, Libraries, and the Law: Standing Up to  
Library Censorship in Louisiana and Beyond!

The Tulane First Amendment Clinic and the Freedom to Read Foundation focus on First Amendment protection for individuals, 
and both organizations are involved in engaging with First Amendment education, litigation, and advocacy. Unite Against Book 
Bans is a national initiative to empower readers everywhere to stand together in the fight against censorship. We invite you to 
learn more about our organizations:

 » Tulane First Amendment Clinic 
law.tulane.edu/content/tulane-first-amendment-clinic

 » Unite Against Book Bans 
uniteagainstbookbans.org

 » Freedom to Read Foundation 
www.ftrf.org

No matter where you are located, our organizations, along with the American Library Association, are here to support you in 
the midst of challenges. Visit www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport for resources that will help you prepare for, respond to, and 
overcome censorship.

We cannot act if we don’t know about censorship!

Only a small percentage of censorship incidents are reported. Understanding what’s being targeted and how it’s being done is 
essential to developing the best defense of library resources and to protecting against challenges before they happen. Anyone 
can submit a challenge report using this form: www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/report

What can you do to help?
1. Follow news and social media in your community and 

state to keep apprised of organizations working to cen-
sor library or school materials, programs, or curricula.

2. Show up for librarians and educators at school or 
library board meetings, and speak as a library advocate 
and community stakeholder who supports a parent’s 
right to control reading materials for their own child 
but not for ALL readers.

3. Oppose legislation in your community and state  
that would censor materials, programs, or curricula.  
Engage respectfully with your elected officials via 
phone, email, and social media.

4. Educate friends, neighbors, and family members about 
censorship and how it harms communities.

5. Write an op-ed or letter to the editor for your local 
newspaper or community newsletter. Find tips for writ-
ing your letter in the Unite Against Book Bans toolkit: 
uniteagainstbookbans.org/toolkit/

6. Join the Freedom to Read Foundation, an organization 
that protects and defends the First Amendment and 
supports the right of libraries to collect—and individu-
als to access—information. www.ftrf.org/join

7. Raise a voice for everyone’s freedom to read by  
joining the Unite Against Book Bans campaign at  
uniteagainstbookbans.org/take-action/ and encourag-
ing others to do so. We are stronger together!
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